Florida Bible Church Statement of Faith

The objectsfor which this Corporationisformed are
as follows: To form a Church to be conducted ac-
cording to the Doctrine of the Scriptures as set forth
in the following Statement of Faith.

Wé MW@ that the Bible in its original docu-

mentsistheinspired Word of God, thewritten record of His
supernatural revelation of Himself to man, absolute in its
authority, complete in its revelation, final in its content,
and without error in its statement. 1l Tim. 3:16,17; John
10:35; 11 Pet. 1:20,21; Luke 24:25-27,44,45; 1| Pet. 3:16.

Wé MW@ that thereis one God who eternally

existsin three Persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, coequal in power and glory, having precisely the
same nature, and attributes, and worthy of the same wor-
ship, confidence, and obedience. Matt. 28:18,19; Mk.
12:29; John 1: 1,14; Acts5:3,4; Il Cor. 13:14; Heb. 1:1-3;
Rev. 1:4-6.

Wé MW@ that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eter-

nal Son of God, became aMan, without ceasing to be God,
and was born of aVirgin that He might redeem sinful men
(John 1: 1,2,14; L uke 1:35). Webelieve that the L ord Jesus
Christ accomplished our redemption through His death
on the cross as our substitute and assured us of our justifi-
cation through Hisliteral, bodily resurrection from the dead
(Rom. 3:24,25; | Pet. 1:3-5; 2:24). His death provided a
payment for the sins (past, present, and future) of all men
and, therefore, made eternal life available as a gift to all
those who believe.

Wé MW that God is absolutely sovereign

and, in His sovereignty, gave man afree will to accept or
reject the salvation that He has provided. It is God's will
that all would be saved and that none should perish. God
foreknows, but does not predetermine any man to be con-
demned. God permitsman'sdestiny to depend upon man's
choice. | Tim. 2;4; Il Thes. 2:13; | Pet. 1:2; 1l Pet. 3:9;
John 6:64,65; Acts 10:34; | Cor. 1:21; Eph. 1:5-14; Rom.
8:29,30; 9:30-32.

Wé MW@ that each member of the human race

is falen, sinful, and lost; and regeneration by the Holy
Spirit isabsolutely essential for the salvation of man. The
moment a person receives Christ as Savior, heisimmedi-
ately regenerated, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and sealed
until the day of redemption. Rom. 3:23; John 3:7; | Cor.
6:19; Eph. 1:13-14; L uke 24:49; Titus 3:5.

Wé Mwe that salvation is on the basis of

God's grace and is received through faith. There is noth-
ing man can do to merit salvation; it is a free gift. Man's
efforts, before or after salvation, regardless of how good
or well intended, have nothing to do with gaining eternal
life. Our salvation is accomplished by the finished work
of Christ, and nothing can be added to it. Eph, 2:8,9; Gal.
2:16; Rom. 11:6; Col. 2.13; Titus 3:5; Rom. 3:22.

Wé MW@ that the Church began with the

descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and is composed of
all true believersin thisage. We are baptized by the Holy
Spirit into the one body of Christ.

» Water baptism is not essential for salvation, but it is a
command for believers as a testimony to the world. We
believe that water baptism and the Lord's Supper are the
only ordinances of the church. Neither water baptism nor
the Lord's Supper are to be regarded as means of salva
tion; they are, however, a scriptural means of testimony
for the church in this age. Matt. 28:19; Luke 22:19, 20;
Acts 10:47, 48; 16:32, 33; 18:7, 8; | Cor. 11:26.

Wé MW@ that every true child of God pos-

sesses eternal lifeand is, therefore, safe and secure for al
eternity, being justified by faith, sanctified by God, and
sealed by the Holy Spirit; he cannot lose his salvation.
However, a Christian can, through sin, lose his fellow-
ship, joy, power, testimony, and reward, and incur the
Father's chastisement. Our relationship to God is eternal,
being established by the new birth; fellowship with God,
however, is dependent upon obedience. | Cor. 3:11-17;
Heb. 12:5-11; | Cor. 11:30-32; Rom. 5:1,2; Jude 1; John
6:37,39; 10:28; Eph, 1:13,14; 4:30.

Wé MW@ the child of God hasthe privilege of

walking infellowshipwith God (I John 1:6,7). Spirituality,
of which fellowshipisapart, issustained by the Christian's
yieldednessto thewill of God, and obedience to the Word
of God. Sininthe Christian'slifeinterfereswith hisfellow-
shipwith God. | John 1:9, which promisesforgivenessand
cleansing when we confess our sins, does not deal with
salvation, but with the restoration of achild of God to that
position wherehemay againwalk infellowshipwith God. |
John 1:6-9; Il Pet. 1:5-8; Col. 1:10; John 15:8; Gal. 5:22; | Cor.
11:31,32.

» We believe that the new hirth results in a completely
new creation, not areformation of the old. The old nature
remains as capable of evil as ever after salvation and has
not been changed or improved in any way. Theold nature
can now be controlled by theindwelling power and filling
of the Holy Spirit.

* Thetrue child of God hastwo births, one of theflesh, the
other of the Spirit. Therefore, he hastwo natures: afleshly
nature and a spiritual nature, resulting in warfare between
the Spirit and the flesh which continues until physical death
or the Lord's return. John 3:6; Rom. 7:15-25; 8:8; |1 Cor.
5:17; Gal. 5:16,17; | John 1:8; 3:9; 5:18.

* Webelievethat al believersin the Lord Jesus Christ are
caled into a life of separation from the world to which
they have been crucified by the death of Christ, and should
abstain from worldly lust and such practices and habits as
will retard spiritual growth or cause othersto stumble and,
thus, bring reproach upon the cross of Christ. The believer
is called upon to walk worthily, keeping himself unspot-
ted from the world, zealous of good works. Eph. 2:10;
5:3-9,18; | Cor. 6:19,20; Col. 3:17; Luke 8:14; | Thes.
5:22; 1 Tim. 5:6; | Pet. 2:11.

Wé MW@ there will be aresurrection of the

saved and of thelost; of the saved unto eternal life, and of
thelost unto eternal conscious punishment. Thesetwo res-
urrections are separated by at least 1,000 years. | Thes.
4:13-18; Dan. 12:2; Rev. 20:5-15; Matt. 25:41.

Wé MW in the personal, pretribulational,

and premillenial return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. | Thes. 6:9-11; 1:10; I Thes. 2:1-8; Rev. 3:10; Luke
21:36; Titus 2:13; Isa. 26:17-21; 27:1; Rev. 4:4.



Wé MW@ that Satan is a person and the au-

thor of sn; and he and his angels shdl be eterndly punished.
Ezek. 28:15,17; Isa. 14:12-15; Rev. 20:10; Matt. 25:41.

Wé MW@ that God can heal, but physical

healing is not in the atonement. God heals miraculously
today when it is His perfect will to do so. Healing cannot
be claimed through the guarantee of the atonement. At
times, it is God's will for sickness not to be removed.

Il Cor. 12:8-10; James 5:14-16.

Wé MW@ the gift of tongues (languages) was

a manifestation of the Holy Spirit's power solely for the
demonstration of God's wisdom, purpose, and power in
the establishment of the early church; it was alwaysin a
language that wasin use. Acts 2:6; | Cor. 14:22.

Wé éeéwe the true child of God is not under

the law, but under grace; he is saved by grace and disci-
plined by grace. Rom. 6:14,15; 11:6,11; 1l Cor. 3:17.

Wé MW salvation is based upon the one

condition of faith, of which repentanceisavital part. Re-
pentance is not a separate, independent condition of sal-
vation; repentance (Greek-Metanoeo) means "to change
one's mind". A change of mind is a necessary part of the
process by which a person comes to believe. Much con-
fusion has resulted in repentance being treated as a sepa-
rate condition of salvation in addition to faith, by such
incorrect definitions of repentance as "sorrow for sin,"
"turning from sin," or "a willingness to turn from sin."
These definitions, when applied to salvation, add an ele-
ment of works and therefore are a perversion and counter-
feit of the Gospel.

« "Shallow Christianity" cannot be cured by adding works
to salvation. The believer'smotivation to serving isout of
gratitude for God's grace in saving us.

« Salvation is not the result of what we do, but it is by
receiving what God has done for us. Acts|3:38,39;20:20;
Gal. 1:8,9;2:4,21; 3:1-3; 5:1-4; Eph. 2:8-10; Il Cor. 5:21;
John 3:16-18; Phil. 3:9; Titus 3:5-8; |1 Cor. 11:13-15.
 God guarantees salvation, thisisHisgift tous. God guar-
antees reward and fruit to the obedient son. God guaran-
tees chastening and loss of rewards to the disobedient son.

Wé MW@ that it isthe explicit message of our

Lord Jesus Christ to those whom He has saved that they
are sent forth by Him into the world even as He was sent
forth of His Father into the world. We believe that, after
they are saved, they are divinely reckoned to berelated to
thisworld as strangers and pilgrims, ambassadors and wit-
nesses, and that their primary purposein life should be to
make Christ known tothewholeworld. Matt. 28:18,19; Mark
16:15; John 17:18; Acts 1:8; || Cor. 5:18-20; | Pet. 2:11.

Wé MW@ that the plan of salvation in God's

Word can be presented in a brief outline that is believed
and preached by Florida Bible Church:
A. All men aresinners. Rom. 3:10; 3:23; Isa. 64:6;
Jer. 17:9; James 2:10
B. The penalty of sin isdeath. Rom. 6:23;
Ezek. 18:20.
C. One must be perfect to enter heaven. Rev. 21:27
D. Man can do nothing of himself to obtain this per-
fection. Eph. 2:8,9; Gal. 2:16; Rom. 4:5.
E. God provided asin-bearer and imputesto man His
righteousness. 11 Cor.5:21; Phil. 3:9; Isa. 53:6;
| Pet. 3:18.
F. Oneneedsonly believeintheLord Jesus Christ as
hispersonal Savior for salvation. John 3:16-, 1:12;
Rom. 10:9; Acts. 16:31.
G. One can be certain of his salvation now, and it
cannot be lost because eternal lifeisforever.
John 6:27-29; 10:18; | Pet. 1:5; Heb. 10:10-14;
| John 5:13.

REMARKS: Of course, there are no set stepsin leading a
person to Christ, Thisis a general plan that has proven
very successful in actual practice, the emphasis being
shifted from one point to another, depending upon the need
of the particular individual.
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