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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Florida Bible Christian School is to provide a Christ-centered 
environment where young people are educated spiritually, intellectually, physically, and 

socially to transform their world for Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Vision Statement 
 

Florida Bible Christian School endeavors to educate children to know God, to 
understand themselves, and to transform society for His glory. 

 

 

 

 
 

Core Values 
  

W isdom We strive to make godly choices. 

A ttentiveness We listen to God and the words of others. 

R esponsibility We are dependable and keep our promises. 

R espect Our words and our actions honor God and each other. 

I ntegrity We seek honesty and uprightness in all we do. 

O bedience We obey the Word of God and honor authority. 

R ejoicing We know the joy of grace. 

S ervice We join Jesus Christ in transforming our broken world. 
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HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 

2009-2010 

FBCS is committed to helping our students to become devoted Christ followers 
whose lives are enriched and directed by biblical principles. We believe that each 
child is wonderfully made in the image of God with gifts, talents, aptitudes, 
learning styles, and abilities. We want to affirm each student’s dignity and eternal 
value as Image Bearers and yet, not shrink from holding the student accountable 
for his/her thoughts and actions. 

Our visions statement captures the essence of our objective: to educate children 
to know God, understand themselves, and transform society for His glory. 

In keeping with our vision, the upper school endeavors to see that students are 

1) Prepared for university level studies in knowledge and skill. 
2)  Recognizing the preeminence of Christ as Lord over all 
3) Cognizant of the fact that they are to:  love God unreservedly and love 

others unconditionally; encourage Christ-doubters to become Christ-
followers; embrace the family of God in servant hood and koinonia. 

4) In awe of the Creator’s work as His magnificent gift of creation is 
unwrapped before their eyes.  

5) Aware that they are Image Bearers, that is, that they are wonderfully 
created in God’s image and that they have a value beyond imagination 

6) Active change agents for Christ and His kingdom impacting their world. 

Education that encourages either a passivity or nearly an autonomous self-
direction hurts the student. We expect the student to be an active participant in 
his/her education and will hold the student accountable as such; but we are 
committed to guiding the student through the learning process and do believe 
that there is specific content and skill that must be mastered before the child 
enters into the adult life. 

The plan for mastery of academic disciplines involves a great deal of work on the 
part of the student. There is a place for educational “tension.” All work will not be 
easy or predictable – the student must constantly stretch towards maturity. Too 
often in American culture, we want the desired effect without the work. At FBCS, 
we expect our students to work, but we also want to help students see the 
connection between what they learn and their future aspirations and needs. 

We are unapologetic in the presentation of a Christian worldview and Christian 
scholarship. Students that are subjected to education that sees knowledge as 
fragmented, self-created, surrealistic or an end to itself are shortchanged. Sadly, 
such “education” frequently ignores the metaphysical and breeds the farcical 
concept that God is not central. When children are taught that there are no real 
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moral or value absolutes that emanate from an Infinite-Personal Creator, then we 
should not be surprised to see cruelty and lawlessness as a derivate of that 
educational philosophy. 

In contrast, a Christian life and worldview in education sees a unity of all 
knowledge – whether moral, mental, emotional, spiritual, or physical. This 
knowledge emanates from an infinite-personal Creator (not a force or idea) who 
has created this world so that we can discover knowledge and truth. God has 
revealed His presence and work in creation (In theology, we call this general 
revelation) and He has revealed His specific eternal purposes for mankind 
through His Son and the prophets (special revelation). The cosmos has been 
marred by sin, but it has not been destroyed. There is, indeed, beautiful 
redemption in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Christian student has the 
hope to see righteousness and justice and peace prevail and the opportunity to 
live a life of grace and mercy pleasing to the Father. He or she sees that there is 
order and purpose. Her or she has an opportunity to stand in awe and wonder of 
this majestic creation and see it for what it is- not as mechanical and purposeless 
and chaotic, but has a testament to the living God. Though this universe is 
distorted by sin and its oppression, we have an Overcomer – Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. We believe this understanding for the student is a pediment for life-
long learning. 

Ultimately, a child’s success likely will be a result of a proactive family that 
partners with Florida Bible Christian School in the education of the student. It is 
imperative that the Christian family “own” their child’s education. It is by a 
parent’s awareness, involvement, and even volunteer work at FBCS that often 
makes a decided difference between a child who flounders and a child who 
thrives. The purpose of this curriculum guide is to provide parents the 
information they need to partner in their child’s education. 

Our faculty will partner with the family and the church in the holistic education 
of the child. These professional educators are carefully selected for their love for 
the Lord, their professional credentials, their moral character, their personal 
quest for learning, and their love for children. They teach with the intent of each 
child possessing a mastery of the subject area, but they also realize that they are 
called to model the life of a Christ-follower.  

It is for these reasons that Florida Bible Christian School graduates are cited by 
universities as on a “preferred list” or as among the top academic performers in 
the incoming freshmen classes. This is why over the last several years that nearly 
half of the graduates have received college scholarships. Christian education need 
not slough through academic mediocrity, but rather recognize the call to do all 
things with excellence to the glory of God. 

May this curriculum guide help us partner together as we provide a solid college 
preparatory education from a Christian world and life view for each student. 
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Diploma Requirements 

A. Freshmen, Sophomore, and juniors must take seven courses for each year in 
attendance. All seniors must take a minimum of five regular courses per 
semester regardless of the number of hours accumulated in prior grades. 
Seniors enrolled in advanced placement and dual enrollment courses are 
required to take high school English III and English IV courses for 
graduation as college level courses due not replace these two courses. 
 

B. A minimum of 26 credit hours must be completed in grades 9-12 to 
receive a college preparatory diploma.  Courses are issued as a half credit per 
semester course or one credit for each year. These credits are based on the 
Carnegie Unit measurement and 26 credits or units must be earned for 
graduation. 
 

C. Graduation Requirements for College Preparatory Diploma: 
 
BIBLE: 4 credits (8 semesters) 

 Old Testament  Survey – one semester 

 New Testament Survey – one semester 

 Introduction to Theology (basic Bible doctrine)– one semester 

 Life of Christ – one semester 

 Classical Apologetics –one semester 

 Comparative Religions – one semester 

 Christian Philosophy – one semester 

 Christian Ethic – one semester 
 
ENGLISH - 4 credits (8 semesters) 
 

 English I/Survey of Literature and Composition 

 English II/World Literature 

 English III/American Literature 

 English IV/British Literature 

An advanced placement or dual enrollment English course highly recommended 

MATHEMATICS –  3 credits (8 semesters) 

 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 Graduating Class of 2011 and thereafter –  
Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry or Integrated Math (Required)  

 
         Fourth year of math is highly recommended  
 
 
PHYSICAL FITNESS – 1 credit (2 semesters) 
 

 Physical Education – ½ 

 Health – ½ 
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SCIENCE – 3 credits (6 semesters of laboratory science) 

 Physical Science 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 
 
Physics highly recommended 
 

SECOND LANGUAGE – 2 credits ( 4 semesters) 

 Spanish I  

 Spanish II  
        
        A third and fourth year of language highly recommended 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES –  4 credits (8 semesters)  

 World History - Ancient - 2 semesters  

 World History – Modern – 2 semesters 

 United States History - 2 semesters 

 Economics – 1 semester  

 Government - 1 semester 

       An advanced placement or dual enrollment Social Science course highly recommended 

ART– 2 credits (4 semesters) 

 Practical Art – 2 semesters 

 Fine Art – 2 semesters 

ELECTIVE – 2 credits (9 semesters) 

COMMUNITY SERVICE -  100 approved hours or 25 per year at FBCS  
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Standard Matriculation Schedule 

9th Grade 
Old Testament Survey/New Testament Survey 
English 1 
Mathematics (Algebra 1 or Geometry if on Advanced Track) 
Physical Science (or Biology if on Advanced Track) 
World History - Ancient 
Physical Fitness  
Elective (suggestions include Art, Band, Choir, or Foreign Language) 
 
 

10th Grade 
Introduction to Theology 
English 2 
Algebra 1 ( Geometry or Algebra 2 if on Advanced Track) 
Biology (or Chemistry if on Advanced Track) 
World History – Modern ( or Advanced Placement World History if on Advanced Track) 
Foreign Language 
Elective (suggestions include Art, Band, or Choir) 
 

 
11th Grade 
Apologetics/Comparative Religion 
English 3 
Mathematics (Geometry, Algebra 2, or  Pre-Cal/Trigonometry if on Advanced Track) 
Chemistry (or AP Science if on Advanced Track) 
US History (or Advanced Placement US History if on Advanced Track 
Elective (must have completed second year of Foreign Language) 
Elective (should complete Fine Arts graduation requirement) 
Advanced track may take additional dual enrollment or advanced placement courses 
 

 
12th Grade 
Christian Philosophy/Christian Ethics 
English 4 
Math (Algebra 2, Pre-Cal/Trigonometry or Calculus) 
Government/Economics 
Elective (suggest Science) 
Elective (suggest third year of Foreign Language) 
Elective (must have completed all graduation requirements)  
Advanced track may take additional dual enrollment or advanced placement courses 
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Grading Scale 
 

 Grade Point Average is calculated on all subjects issued a letter grade in grades 
9 - 12. FBCS uses the following grading scale: 
 
Letter Grade                               Range Low to High                                       GPA Points  
 
A+                                             99. To 100.0                                                       4.0 
A                                                92. 0 to 98.99                                                    4.0  
A –                                            90.0 to 91.99                                                      4.0  
B+                                             88.0 to 89.99                                                     3.0 
B                                                82.0 to 87.99                                                     3.0   
B-                                              80.0 to 81.99                                                      3.0 
C+                                             79.0 to 79.99                                                      2.0 
C                                                72.0 to 78.99                                                     2.0     
C-                                              70.0 to 71.99                                                      2.0 
D+                                            69.0 to 69.99                                                      1.0      
D                                               66.0 to 68.99                                                      1.0 
D-                                             65.0 to 65.99                                                       1.0 
F                                               00.0 to 64.99                                                      0.0 
I                                               00.0 to 0.00                                                        0.0 
 

 Add 1 point to the grade point average to all honors courses with a C – or higher  
 Add 2 points to all DE courses with a C- or higher  
 Add 3 points to all AP courses with a C- or higher 

 

 
 
 
 
A student must have a minimum of an overall 2.0 GPA (“C” average) to graduate 
from FBCS. Honors courses carry an additional weight of 1 point on the grade 
point average. Dual enrollment college courses carry an additional weight of 2 
points for the grade point average. Advanced Placement carries an additional 3 
points for the grade point average. A student must have a 2.0 GPA or higher to 
receive honors, AP and DE weights.  

 

 

 

 

 



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

11 | P a g e  

General Class Requirements 

In grades 9 through11, students must take a minimum of 7 credits per year (seven 
classes).  Seniors must take a minimum of 5 credits and fulfill the 100 community 
service requirement for graduation. 

 

Course Levels 

FBCS generally has two course levels: college preparatory and honors. A third 
course level, college credit level courses, is available for juniors and seniors in a 
number of classes. College preparatory courses are standard courses that prepare 
a student for college and the core courses are recognized as qualifying for the 
Florida Bright Future’s Scholars Award. The honors courses are enhanced 
version of the college prep that either cover more of the subject at a quicker pace 
or go into more depth n the subject. The college level courses are either advanced 
placement courses in which a college credit may be earned through special 
national testing procedures taken at FBCS or they are college dual enrollment 
courses recognized by the state of Florida. 

 

Granting Credit 

Credit is awarded at the end of the semester for each class that is passed by the 
student. The passing grade (65% or higher) is based on the two quarters and 
exam for that subject area. In the event that the course is failed, it must be made 
up prior to starting the next school year. Seniors must make up the failed course 
prior to graduation to receive a diploma. Students transferring from an advanced 
placement, dual enrollment or honors course to the regular college preparatory 
course will only have the college preparatory course designated on the transcript. 
In the event that this should occur, the student will only receive the college 
preparatory course weighting. 

 

Grade Calculations 

Quarter grades do not appear on the transcript, only the combination of the two 
quarter grades with the semester exam grade. Each quarter is weighted at 40% 
and the semester exam is weighted at 20%. Each semester grade is calculated as a 
0.5 credit towards the graduation requirement of 26 credits. All classes that meet 
every day during class hours carry .5 hours of credit per semester. 
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Grade Reporting 

Report cards are sent home at the end of each quarter. Progress reports are sent 
home at approximately the mid-way point for each quarter. Student grades can 
be accessed via password for a parent/guardian using Edline available on the 
school web site at www.floridabible.org. 

 

Transfer Credits 

FBCS will recognize and classify transfer credits earned through  
traditional sources that are accredited by a recognized regional or state 
accrediting agency without further validation.  Traditional sources are defined to 
be public and nonpublic comprehensive secondary and middle schools and 
vocational-technical institutions. FBCS may also accept and classify transfer 
credits earned through alternative delivery systems that are also accredited.  In 
addition, FBCS may accept credits from non-accredited schools when validated 
by examination or scholastic performance.  FBCS will not grant credit for 
tutoring or instruction provided by an individual acting privately. Home School 
transfers require an official transcript. If recent standardized achievement test 
results are not available, FBCS may require the student to undertake such testing 
at the family’s expense. Prompt and accurate transcript services are available for 
students entering or leaving FBCS. 

 

Course Scheduling, Adding, Dropping 

The guidance counselor sets the schedule for individual students to comply with 
the pre-requisite requirements and graduation requirements for the school and 
the state. Electives are available, and in some cases, academic electives may be 
applied to the Florida Bright Futures towards a student’s GPA.  Courses that are 
dropped must be done so by the end of the first week of the semester. Courses 
dropped after three weeks will carry the grade of failing (F). Courses must be 
added by the end of the first week of the semester. A drop/add form is available 
in the school office and must be signed by the student, the teacher(s) and the 
administration before the student can leave a class or attend a new class. 
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Dual Enrollment College Courses 
   
Florida Bible Christian School has an academic partnership with Broward 
Community College. An FBCS student with a junior or senior ranking may 
take college courses on our campus provided he or she has a 3.0 or higher 
cumulative unweighted grade point average and a minimum College Board 
SAT score of 970. If the SAT score is below 970, the student may opt to take 
Broward Community College’s entry test (CPT).  The CPT is available at the 
south campus of Broward Community College. It is the responsibility of the 
student and family to arrange CPT testing during the summer months prior 
to the FBCS school term. 
 
Through this dual enrollment program, an FBCS student may be able to 
reach a sophomore or junior in college ranking upon graduation from high 
school.  
 
These dual enrollment courses require that the student purchase the college 
textbooks. There are no other additional charges. 
 
Dual enrollment courses are offered under the following limitations: dual 
enrollment courses taught by FBCS teachers who are credentialed to teach 
Broward Community College courses must have a minimum enrollment of 5 
students. Dual enrollment courses may be offered on a rotating basis. Only 
grades earned while in attendance at Florida Bible Christian School will be 
used in the calculations for valedictorian and salutatorian. Florida Virtual 
School and Dual Enrollment Classes taken off-campus will not be used in the 
calculations for class valedictorian and salutatorian.  
 
The student who wishes to take college courses for which the school does not 
offer an equivalent course on the BCC campus must submit a written request 
signed by the parent stating the reason for the request. These courses must 
be taken during the summer, weekends, or evenings and cannot interfere 
with school curricular or co-curricular events. 
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Advanced Placement 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses are taught under the rules and regulations 
of the College Board of Princeton, New Jersey. A national exam is 
administered at the end of the year in which the student may receive college 
credit. Generally, colleges award credit for scores of 3, 4, or 5 on the exam. 
Students may receive recognition from the College Board for the number of 
advanced placements courses they successfully complete with higher scores. 
Admissions to these courses are selective based on previous subject-area 
grades, Stanford Achievement Test Scores, overall student grade point 
average, teacher approval, and administrative approval. 
 
Advanced Placement courses have an additional stipend of $175.00 per 
course taken. 
  
Other AP courses not described in this curriculum guide may be offered. The 
school attempts to offer a maximum selection of dual enrollment and 
advanced placement courses so that motivated students may obtain a 
maximum amount of college level courses. 
 

 
Honors Courses 

 
 Advanced courses are offered for most academic core courses and receive a 
1.0 GPA increase to the overall grade point average for that specific course. 
The course may be a separate class or a class that has a segment of the 
student population in a core class working at an advanced pace. Honors 
courses are based on 1) a 90% or higher overall average from the previous 
year in that subject area 2) Stanford Achievement Test Scores above the 
national average in that domain 3) Approval of the secondary administration 
4) Approval of that subject area teacher. 
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Online Courses 
 

In some incidences, a course not offered by the school or a required course in 
conflict with the student’s schedule may be taken through the Florida Virtual 
School program. This coursework is considered independent study and is not 
directly supervised by school personnel.  Florida Virtual School is part of the 
date of Florida’s educational service offered by the State of Florida on-line.  
Course offerings are limited to a first-come, first served basis and possibly to 
pre-requisite requirements.  Courses follow traditional quarter and semester 
parameters, however, a student may be able to finish the course before the 
required deadlines. FBCS does not register the student but must give 
permission for the student to participate in the virtual school. The student is 
responsible for registration and enrollment with Florida Virtual School 
through www.flvs.net.  The following are the required steps for FVS 
registration: 
 

1. Student fills out Application for Admissions online and completes a 
Student Profile, Guardian Profile, Agreement with an Academic 
Integrity Statement, Academic Profile, and an Agreement to the Code 
and Conduct. 
 

2. Student requests course(s) online. 
 

3. The parent/guardian approves course(s) online. 
 

4. The school guidance counselor approves course(s) online. 
 
Upon registration, the student is assigned an online classroom (space 
permitting) and is contacted by the online teacher. Coursework then begins. 
Upon completing the course, the student must notify the guidance counselor 
in writing so that a transcript can be recorded by the school as an official 
transcript course. Only grades earned while in attendance at Florida Bible 
Christian School will be used in the calculations for valedictorian and 
salutatorian. Florida Virtual School and Dual Enrollment Classes taken off-
campus will not be used in the calculations for class valedictorian and 
salutatorian. Failure to follow this procedure will result in the course not 
being accepted by FBCS. 
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Forgiveness Policy 
 

 A student may retake a course and have the original grade expunged from 
the grade point average (the original grade, however, will remain on the 
academic transcript but will not be averaged into the grade point average). 
The new grade will then be factored into the GPA. In order to receive 
replacement credit by re-taking a course, permission must be granted by the 
administration prior to the beginning of the semester.  

 
 
 

Community Service Requirements 
 
FBCS requires a minimum of 100 or 25 per year at FBCS community service 
hours for graduation. The student must have approval by the administration 
prior to performing the service in order to receive service hour credit. 
Ministry service does not include hours spent in regular church functions, 
church services, Sunday School, Bible studies retreats, etc. See the guidance 
office for approved service activities. The student is responsible for obtaining 
a volunteer record  form and it is highly recommended that the student 
makes copies of forms completed.  If it is lost or destroyed, the student can 
obtain a new one from the school office. It is the student’s responsibility, 
however, to have the form filled out. Seniors who accumulate 250 approved 
service hours will receive the Silver Cord designation at graduation.  
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College Guidance 
 
The college guidance program at FBCS begins the high school process with a 
parent orientation meeting in the spring of the 8th grade year.  In the fall of 
each respective year, class specific college nights are offered. Relevant and 
current information pertaining to how students are to prepare for the college 
application process is presented.  
 
In the 9th grade, schedules are provided, and all students take the PLAN 
test.  College guidance continues in 10th grade, when all sophomores take 
the PSAT test in October, PLAN in December and then meet in groups with a 
college guidance counselor to discuss their results in January for both tests.   
 
In the fall, the college guidance program offers a comprehensive and class 
specific college night where a strategic plan is presented for the purpose of 
dispersing relevant college and career preparatory information and 
resources.  
 
As an 11th grader, students take the PSAT and ASVAB; both test scores are 
reviewed and discussed for the purpose of discovering academic and career 
interests.  The college guidance program also provides a Princeton Review 
SAT preparation course exclusively for FBCS Juniors at a significantly 
reduced rate. Prior to the end of the 11th grade year, students will participate 
in an individual counseling session with the college counselor to discuss their 
academic and career goals.   
 
As the application process gets underway in 12th grade each family has a 
scheduled appointment with the college guidance counselor to discuss the 
college admissions process, financial aid concerns and answer relevant 
questions.   
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Stanford Achievement Test 
 

The Stanford Achievement Test -version 10 - is administered in the spring to 
the entire school including the secondary. This a nationally- normed test 
which helps schools to evaluate and measure learning in core academic areas 
and helps the school in determining general academic goals as well as assist 
students who are not on grade level in a specific subject area.  This SAT 
should not be confused with the College Board SAT (Scholastic Assessment 
Test). The Stanford Achievement scores are a key element used by 
administration to place students in Honors and AP courses during the 
scheduling process.  Scores are received at the start of the  
summer and are typically mailed home with the final report card.  Due to the 
importance of the SAT, there are no tests or quizzes given during the entire 
week of testing and homework is significantly reduced, typically just to class 
work.  
 

National Testing 
 

Each year, certain classes are administered nationally-normed tests to 
evaluate individual academic preparedness for college or to access abilities 
other than academic. 
 
The EXPLORE is given to freshmen and the PLAN is given to sophomore 
students annually. This test is normed to college-bound sophomores and 
accesses how they may do on the ACT test. The ACT test is used by many 
colleges and universities to determine a student’s ability to perform 
academically at the college level. 
 
The PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test) is also given to 
sophomores and juniors annually. This test is normed to college-bound 
juniors and predicts how the student may do on the College Board SAT 
(Scholastic Aptitude Test). The PSAT also opens opportunities for a National 
Merit Scholarship to exceptional students who are junior status. 
 
The ASVAB (Armed Forces Vocational Aptitude Battery) is a nationally-
normed test given to juniors that helps them identify a wide range of 
academic and practical abilities including mechanics and electronics. 
 
College entry testing such as the SAT and ACT are the responsibility of the 
student and family. Registration and test availability dates  are available 
online. FBCS does offer a special SAT preparatory class through the 
Princeton review available on campus after school in the spring of the junior 
year. This course ends the week before the last SAT testing. It is offered at a 
greatly reduced price for FBCS students only. 
 
For more information, contact the guidance office.  
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College Scholarships 
 

One of the great benefits of attending FBCS is that a significant number of 
seniors receive scholarships to universities and colleges. Florida Bright 
Futures scholarships are available through the state of Florida by meeting 
specific requirements (see chart below). Other public and private 
scholarships are available. See the guidance office for assistance. 

 
Bright Future’s 

Award 
Grade Point Average 

Requirement/Community 
Service 

Test Score 
Requirement 

 
Florida 

Academic 
Scholar 
(FAS) 

 
100% of tuition & fees at 

public university including 
$300 per semester for 

expenses; private colleges 
will offer the equivalent of a 

public  college’s 100% 
tuition & fees plus $300 
expense (note: this is not 
full coverage of a private 

college tuition) 

 
3.5  weighted GPA in 15  required credits of 
college preparatory academic coursework 
 
75 Hours of Community Service 

 
 15 hours of college preparatory courses 
required: 
 

English: 4 credits 
Math (Algebra I & higher) – 3 credits 
Science (minimum 2 labs) - 3 credits 
Foreign language– 2 credits 

 
 

1270 SAT 

or 
28 ACT 

 

 

 
Florida 

Medallion 
Scholar 
(FMS) 

 
75% of tuition & fees at 

public university; private 
colleges will offer the 
equivalent of a public  

college’s 100% tuition & fees 
plus $300 expense (note: 

this is not full coverage of a 
private college tuition) 

 
3.5  weighted GPA in 15  required credits of 
college preparatory academic coursework 
 
75 Hours of Community Service 

 
 15 hours of college preparatory courses 
required: 
 

English: 4 credits 
Math (Algebra I & higher) – 3 credits 
Science (minimum 2 labs) - 3 credits 

          Foreign language– 2 credits 

 
 

970 SAT 

or 
20 ACT 
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National Honor Society 
 

Florida Bible Christian School is a chartered member of the National Honor 
Society for students in grades 10-12.  The National Honor Society has 
honored high school students who exhibit scholarship, character and 
leadership since its inception in the 1920’s. Students entering grades 10-12 
who have a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or higher will be invited to 
apply for membership in May.  A NHS faculty committee evaluates potential 
inductees in the areas of leadership, class conduct, discipline, attitude, 
extracurricular activity, academics, community service, and reputation in the 
community.  Once inducted, students must maintain a 3.5 cumulative grade 
point average, pay membership dues, attend monthly meetings, and 
participate in community service activities. 

 
 

Athletic & Co-Curricular Academic Eligibility 
 
Athletic eligibility is determined at three different points throughout the 
school year.  Fall eligibility is calculated in early August based on students’ 
cumulative grade point average, including all courses taken through the end 
of the summer.  First-time 9th grade students are automatically eligible, 
while all other students are required to have a 2.0 cumulative grade point 
average.  Eligibility is calculated again at the end of the first semester in 
January, where all students are required to meet the 2.0 cumulative grade 
point average.  A final calculation is completed at the end of the school year, 
at which time ineligible athletes will be notified to provide them with an 
opportunity to enroll in summer school to attempt to regain eligibility for the 
fall. FBCS is a member of the Florida High School Athletic Association and 
follows this organization’s guidelines in areas of student-athlete eligibility 
requirements. 
 
Co-Curricular activities such as student government officers, prom king and 
homecoming queen, drama, and club leadership positions require that the 
student maintain an overall 2.0 GPA determined at the end of each semester. 

 
 

Semester Exams Exemptions  
 

At the end of each semester, a major exam is administered. This exam (mid-
term exam for the 1st semester and final exam for the 2nd semester) carries a 
20% grade weight for the semester. Due to this percentage, a student who 
has a 2.0 grade point average during the semester can conceivably fail the 
semester if he or she does poorly on the exam, so preparation is imperative. 
All classes offer an exam review the last week of each semester prior to the 
exam.   



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

21 | P a g e  

 
A Junior may exempt one mathematic or science exam and one humanities 
exam the second semester (except advanced placement and dual enrollment 
course) if the student has a 90% for the 3rd quarter and 90% for the 4th 
quarter (not a cumulative 90% for both quarters).   
 
A Senior may exempt one mathematic or science exam and one humanities 
exam the first semester if the student has a 90% for the 1st quarter and 90% 
for the 2nd quarter (not a cumulative 90% for both quarters).  A senior may 
exempt any and all courses the second semester providing he or she has a 
90% for the 3rd quarter and a 90% for the 4th quarter (not a cumulative 90% for 
both quarters). However, in any and all cases a student cannot exempt an 
advanced placement or dual enrollment course.  
 
Students who have three or more unexcused tardies to the class cannot 
exempt the class. (Homeroom is considered a first period class for the 
purpose of exam exemption). 
 

 
Academic Probation 

 
Students whose core curriculum grade average (English, math, science, 
social studies, Bible, foreign language) or overall average falls below a 2.0 on 
the quarter report card will be placed on academic probation.  Students and 
parents will be informed by letter of this status and a parent/student-
administrative conference may be scheduled to determine a plan of action to 
rectify the problem. In the event that the GPA remains below the 2.0 for a 
semester, the student may be asked to leave the school at the end of the first 
or second semester.  
 
Students placed on academic probation will likely be declared ineligible to 
participate in athletics, student government and other co-curricular activities 
until the grade point average returns to a 2.0 or higher. 
 
 

 
Summer School 

 
Summer School is required for any student who receives a semester grade of 
a 64% or below for any core academic course.  This includes all Bible, 
English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Health/Life 
Management.   Students may make up a maximum of four semester courses 
in Summer School. A minimum grade of 2.0 GPA is required in summer 
school on order to receive credit. Since summer classes are comprehensive, 
more than two absences will result in the student failing the summer school 
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course. The school reserves the right to cancel a portion or all of the summer 
courses due to insufficient enrollment. There is no guarantee that a 
particular course will be offered and it should be noted that these limitations 
may affect the student’s ability to graduate with his or her class. Due to these 
limitations, it is important that the FBCS student do well enough during the 
school year to avoid summer school. 
 
All courses are eligible for the Forgiveness Policy under the guidelines 
established by the state of Florida.  Information on Summer School is usually 
mailed out in February and May, and registration through the high school 
office can take place through the first day of summer classes.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
In each curriculum discipline, required core courses are listed first in the order 
that they are taken (freshmen, sophomore, junior, and senior). Elective courses 
follow in alphabetical order. Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment courses 
follow the electives. 

 

 

ENGLISH CURRICULUM 

ENGLISH I (INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE & COMPOSITION)  

This freshmen course provides a survey of important literature and literary genre. 
The study will include the short story, drama, poetry, the novel, non-fiction, and 
public speaking.  Coursework lays a foundation in research and essay writing. The 
first semester will incorporate a study of   grammatical structure, syntax, spelling, 
and punctuation. College preparatory vocabulary beginning with etymology will be 
taught both semesters. Course objectives include the student’s ability to read, 
analyze and respond to classical literary works. The student can expect a heavy 
emphasis on independent reading. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 

 

 

ENGLISH II (WORLD LITERATURE)  

This sophomore level course provides  studies of classical, medieval, and modern 
world literature. Attention will be given to ethnic and cultural works outside of the 
United States. This study includes the analysis of theme, tone, character, style and 
various elements of literature. Using  world literature as a platform, the class will 
continue the study of paragraph formation, essay writing,  research writing, literary 
analysis and critique, rhetoric, syntax, grammatical  structure, and etymology. 

Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: One  
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ENGLISH III (AMERICAN LITERATURE)  

The purpose of this course is to provide integrated educational experiences in the language 

arts strands of reading, writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, and literature. 

Reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing competencies are integrated throughout 

students’ learning experiences. Benchmarks for the Sunshine State Standards are repeated as 

needed in course sequences. As students progress from one course to the next, increases 

should occur in the complexity of materials and tasks and in the students’ independence in the 

application of skills and strategies. Learning tasks and materials accommodate the individual 

needs of students. Technology is available for students to develop competencies in the 

language arts.  

 

Prerequisite: English II 

Credit: One  

 
 
 
ENGLISH IV (BRITISH LITERATURE)  

Students study the important developments and influences of British literature from the Old 

English period to the moderns. This survey course will include studying Beowulf, an 

extensive study of the works of Shakespeare, and selections from the writings of 

Wordsworth, Byron, Shelly, Dickens, Kipling, Tennyson, Hardy, Browning, Wilde, and 

Eliot. College preparatory reading, critical analysis, vocabulary studies and composition 

work will be a regular staple during the course of the year.  

Prerequisite: English III 

Credit: One  

 
 
 
CREATIVE WRITTING 

This introductory one semester course exposes students to experimental writing in the 

genres of fiction, poetry, and narration. The class will also produce a literary magazine.  

 Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: One 
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DEBATE 
 
Logic and oratory skill development are taught in this one semester course. Students will 

learn critical thinking skills, and the organization and presentation of a defense. Emphasis 

will be placed on policy debate and students will have informal and formal opportunities to 

use their newly developed skills.  

 

 Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: One 

 

 
 
DRAMA 

This discipline covers the basics of producing a theatrical production. Students learn 
acting, blocking, stage management, and play production. Participation in the school’ 
spring play or musical is required. Rehearsal time outside of class is also required.  

 Prerequisite: English II 

Credit: One 

 

 

 

POETRY APPRECIATION 

This course is designed for creative students who enjoy reading, analyzing, and 
writing poetry. Students will be exposed to poetic terminology, poetic forms, and a 
wide variety of great poems from different historical and cultural settings. They will 
also learn to develop their own unique writing styles by creating and revising poems 
for the final Poetry Book Project . 

 

Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: One 
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PUBLIC SPEAKING 

This one semester course provides a study of oral communication so that the student 
gains skill and confidence in public speaking. Skills sets learned include 
understanding the intended audience, speech preparation, speech techniques, and 
appropriate speeches for various occasions. 

 Prerequisite: English II 

Credit: One 

 
 
AP  ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  
 

An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming 
skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming 
skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their 
reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, 
audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the 
resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing 
 
Prerequisite: English II  
 
Credit: One  
 
Potential College Credit: 6 hours 

 
 
 
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

This college level course teaches critical reading and analysis of American and 
European literature. Students will grasp the manner in which writers use language to 
provide meaning and aesthetic pleasure. Frequent writing assignments center on 
critical analysis of literature in a variety of genre including fiction, non-fiction, epic 
and lyric poetry, essays, satire, and novels.  

Prerequisite: English II, Teacher approval, and administration approval   
 
Credit One  
 
Potential College Credit: 6 hours 
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DUAL ENROLLMENT – ENGLISH - ENC 1101 

This college level course is an introductory composition course, emphasizing 
expository, analytical, and research-based writing skills.  Time will be taken to 
identify and improve specific strategies to aid students in successfully composing 
numerous types of college-level essays and finding their unique “voices” as writers.  
While writing is the core of the curriculum, supplemental attention will be given to 
reading comprehension and grammar skills. 
  

Prerequisite: English I, Administration approval  

Credit: One  
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SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES CURRICULUM 

WORLD HISTORY – ANCIENT 

 

This two semester study chronology traces the history of the ancient world from the 
beginning of civilization through the end of the Middle Ages. This course covers the 
civilizations of the Fertile Crescent, Egypt, Greece, Rome, Africa, China, Europe, 
and Mesoamerica. Emphasis is placed on viewing history in light of a Christian 
worldview.  
 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 

 

WORLD HISTORY - MODERN 

This two semester study chronology traces the history of the modern world from the 
beginning of the Renaissance/Reformation through the twenty-first century. This 
course covers the development of modern civilizations. Emphasis is placed on 
viewing history in light of a Christian worldview. 

Prerequisite: World History - Ancient 

Credit: One 

UNITED STATES HISTORY  

The development, process, and function of American government is covered in this 
one semester class. Included in the study is the Christian presuppositions and 
Christian presence in democracy; the historical foundation of our democratic 
system; documents of democracy compared and evaluated; Confederation, the U.S. 
Constitution, and the Federalist papers; Constitutional amendments, principles, 
federalism and sovereignty; the Legislative, Judicial, and Executive branches of 
government; Congressional structure, power and criticism; the formation and 
activity of our two party system along with its strengths, weaknesses and 
continuous reform; citizenship; civil rights and liberties from a Christian 
perspective;  the federal and state court systems; and the interplay of national, 
state, and local government.  

Prerequisite: World History - Modern 

Credit: One 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT  

This course is designed to teach students about how people behave politically. The 
major focus is on the design and history of the American political system.  

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1/2 

 
 
ECONOMICS 

This introductory one semester senior course studies the U.S. economic system 
with attention to the free enterprise system, private property, federal budget, profit 
and loss, buyer sovereignty, competition and monopoly, government regulations, 
economic justice, supply and demand, the role of business, business finance 
including stocks and bonds, production and productivity, the labor force, labor 
unions, taxation, economic growth and the quality of life, banking, personal 
finance, monetary standards, inflation and recession, the Federal Reserve System, 
poverty, international trade, economic development, and the global economy. 
Traditional economy, market economy, and command economy are compared and 
contrasted. A thorough study and critique of Marxist economy is included. Students 
will also examine biblical principles that should be applied to an economic system.  
 

Prerequisite: American History 

Credit: One 

 

PSYCHOLOGY  

This study considers human development, emotion, motivation, and thinking as it 
surveys the essential ideas of human psychology. Also discussed is the historical 
development of theory and thought in psychology; behavioral disorders and various 
treatments; social and environmental influences; and a biblical premise to 
psychological studies that are compared and contrasted to other worldviews. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 
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PHILOSOPHY 

This two semester study is an introduction to philosophy. Students will learn six 
conceptual systems; gain an understanding of the importance of worldview  
perspectives; understand how the Bible is fundamental to a wholesome world and 
life view; frame personal responses to life’s basic questions about happiness, good 
and evil, equality and justice, human knowledge, life, and death; and compare the 
philosophical to the revelational approach to life’s fundamental questions such as 
God’s existence, human nature, and the problem of good and evil. Studies will 
include Platonic dualism, Aristotelian logic, the works of Plotinus; Augustine’s 
impact on the Christian world; Aquinas’s impact on Catholic thought; the law of 
non-contradiction and the study of epistemology.  

 Prerequisite: Modern World History 

Credit: One 

 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT - INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY 

This college course introduces philosophy covering logic, metaphysics, ethical 
problems and philosophical topics such as dualism, materialism, determinism, 
immortality, freedom, and idealism.  

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT - GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY - PSY 2012 

This course provides a scientific approach to basic principles of human behavior. 
Emphasis is placed on such topics as learning motivation, perception, feeling and 
emotion, intelligence, and personality. 

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 
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DUAL ENROLLMENT - DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY - DEP 2004 

A general life span developmental psychology is offered in this course as it 
considers human growth from conception to death. The course provides a general 
overview of the developmental processes. 

Prerequisite: Junior status, General Psychology,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

 

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY I: CHILD PSYCHOLOGY - DEP 2002 

This is a study of the concepts and principles of growth and development in infancy 
and childhood. 

Prerequisite: Junior status, General Psychology,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT – ECONOMICS - ECO 2013 

A college course that explores foundational knowledge of macro and micro 
economics.  

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

  



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

32 | P a g e  

DUAL ENROLLMENT – WESTERN CIVILIZATION – EUH 1001 

This college course explores the history and influence of the western world 
beginning with Greek civilization and continuing through the modern period.  

 Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT -  U.S. HISTORY 

This is a college level course that teaches students to think critically about the issues 
that have confronted and influenced the United States, through a process that 
integrates the examination of factual knowledge, the development and application 
of analytic skills, and the assessment of primary and secondary sources. The course 
culminates with a national exam which determines whether the student receives 
college credit.  
 

Prerequisite: Modern World History,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

Potential College Credit: 6 hours 

 
 
 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT -  WORLD HISTORY 
 
This course teaches the history of the world from a global point rather than from 
the perspective of Western civilization.  Emphasis is placed on worldwide historical 
processes and connections among all societies. The course culminates with a 
national exam which determines whether the student receives college credit.  
 
 Prerequisite: World History – Ancient,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

Potential College Credit: 6 hours 
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SCIENCE CURRICULUM  

CHEMISTRY  

Emphasis is given to matter, energy,  and chemical elements; units of 
measurement; heat and temperature; solving quantitative problems; the atomic 
model; quantum numbers and atomic orbitals; the periodic table; bonding; 
chemical names and formulas; chemical equations; types of chemical reactions; 
stoichometry; representative gases; the kinetic theory of matter; physical 
characteristics and molecular  composition of gases; liquids and solids; solutions; 
ionic compounds; acids and bases; reaction energy and kinetic energy; equilibrium; 
oxidation; carbon and hydrocarbons; biochemistry; metals; sulfur and its 
compounds; halogens; and nuclear chemistry. There is a strong laboratory 
component to this class.   

 Prerequisite: Biology 

Credit: One 

 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

This class explores the environment and the existing challenges that our eco-
systems face.  The study will consider ways we can properly manage our 
environment as good stewards of God’s gift. Attention is given to the interplay of 
geography, biology and geochemistry in environmental studies. The course 
incorporates both laboratory investigations and field studies.  

Prerequisite: Biology 

Credit: One 

 
 

 BIOLOGY 

The study of life covers major topics from the Intelligent Design perspective. The 
major topics are Science and the God of Life; the Chemistry of Life; Cytology: the 
Introduction of Cells; Cellular Processes; Genetics; Classification of Organisms; 
Microbiology; Botany, Zoology;  and Human Anatomy/ Physiology. Students will 
participate in a strong laboratory component to this course. Finally, students will 
discover and appreciate the complexity and wonder of God’s created order. 

Prerequisite: Physical Science 

Credit: One 
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MARINE BIOLOGY 

The course introduces the physical elements of the ocean with attention to tidal and 
wave processes, currents, and ocean basins.  Learning then proceeds to marine 
ecosystems. Students become familiar with the physiological functions and 
behaviors of marine plants, algae, kelp, starfishes, sponges, jellies, and major 
marine organisms. Field work and laboratory dissections are required. Emphasis is 
placed on environmental stewardship as we care for and manage God’s creation.  
Marine field studies (which will require additional expense) and 
maintaining/developing the school’ 220 gallon marine aquarium are part of the 
course requirements. 

 Prerequisite: Biology 

Credit: One 

 

 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE  

This laboratory based course explores general science providing an introduction to 
chemistry and physics. Unit studies include science methods; standards of 
measurement; motion and forces; graphing; speed; gravity; acceleration and 
momentum; energy; machines; the nature and classification of matter; atomic 
structure and the periodic table; chemical bonds; elements and their properties; 
organic and biological compounds; materials; solutions; chemical reactions; acids, 
bases, and salts; waves and sounds; light; mirrors and lenses; electricity and energy 
sources; magnetism and its uses; electronics and computers; radioactivity and 
nuclear reactions; and energy sources. Algebra I must be taken before or concurrent 
with this class. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 

 
 

PHYSICS  

A laboratory study which teaches the science of energy; measurement and problem 
solving; velocity and acceleration; concurrent and parallel forces; two-dimensional 
and periodic motion; conservation of energy and momentum; and phases of matter. 
Course pre-requisite is Chemistry, Geometry and Algebra II. 

Prerequisite: Algebra II, Chemistry 

Credit: One 
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ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY 

Students will become familiar with the human body systems and functions. Studies 
include the skeletal structure, muscle tissue, nervous system, circulatory system 
and the functions and purposes of the vital organs. Special attention will be given to 
disease occurrence and prevention in the medical and health fields. Laboratory 
dissections and medical-related field trips are part of the educational process.  

Prerequisite: Biology 

Credit: One 

 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT - BIOLOGY 

This is a college level course in biology which culminates in a national test for 
college credit.  

 Prerequisite: Junior status, Administration Approval  

Credit: One 

Potential College Credit: 6 hours 
 

  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

This is a college level course in environmental science which culminates in a 
national test for college credit. 

 Prerequisite: Biology, Administration Approval  

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

36 | P a g e  

BIBLICAL STUDIES CURRICULUM 

FBCS students must take a Biblical studies course each year they are in 
attendance. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY 

This first semester freshmen course builds a basic Bible literacy with the main 
stories, characters, and events of the Old Testament. Conducted in a chronological 
fashion, the Pentateuch, the Historical Books, the Wisdom Books, the Major 
Prophets, and the Minor Prophets are surveyed. A portion of the class is dedicated 
to outlining God’s plan of redemption in symbolisms, acts, and prophecies that 
point to the coming of Messiah. 

 Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half 

 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY 

This second semester freshmen course teaches a basic Bible literacy with the main 
stories, characters, events and themes of the New Testament from the book of 
Matthew to the book of Revelation. The class covers in detail the life of Christ  
found in the Gospels and continues the study with the redemptive themes found in 
the Epistles. The course also studies the  New Testament’s call to live a life pleasing 
unto God.    

 Prerequisite: Old Testament Survey 

Credit: Half 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST 
A semester course that traces the life of the Lord Jesus Christ through the gospels 
and investigates His deity, His Messianic fulfillment of prophecies, His claims, His 
teachings, His miracles, His encounter with opposition, and His death and 
resurrection. Particular attention will be given the explore His life from the 
narrative approach. 
  

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half 
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INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY 

This one semester course introduces basic, essential doctrines from an evangelical, 
dispensational perspective. The class begins with theology, the doctrine of God, and 
then surveys Christology, Pneumatology, Anthropology, Harmatology, Soteriology, 
Ecclesiology, Angelology and Eschatology.  

Prerequisite: New Testament Survey 

Credit: One 
 

 

COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS 

The course investigates the claims of Christianity and compares/contrasts  these claims with 

the position and beliefs of the world’s main religions. Christian cults and their nature are 

also explored in light of the authority of the Bible. This is a one semester junior course.  

Prerequisite: Apologetics 

Credit: Half 

 

CLASSICAL APOLOGETICS 

The course provides a traditional defense of the Christian faith with evidence for the 
reliability of the Bible; evidence for the existence of God; and  evidence for the 
resurrection of Christ. This is a one semester course. 

Prerequisite: Introduction to Theology 

Credit: Half 

 

 
CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY 

 
This one semester course is a pre-suppositional apologetics study that explores the 
primary worldviews of western culture compared and contrasted to a Christian 
world and live view. Particular emphasis is placed on a thorough understanding of 
the Christian worldview. The course will survey the main ideas and implications  of 
pantheism, naturalism, modernism, postmodernism as well as address the  
philosophical challenges to faith that students will face at the university level.  

Prerequisite: Comparative Religions 

Credit: Half 
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CHRISTIAN ETHICS 
 
 A one semester course, Christian Ethics develops student understanding of the 
ethics that embody Christian thought. The course also provides a survey of key 
thinkers of ethics including Plato, Aristotle, the Epicureans, the Stoics, Augustine, 
Kierkegaard, and Kant. Students will wrestle with age old and contemporary ethical 
dilemmas including the origin and presence of evil in the world, the Christian and 
war, sexual mores, abortion, stem cell research, euthanasia and moral absolutes 
verses relativism.  

 Prerequisite: Christian Philosophy 

Credit: Half 

 
 
 
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT - INTRODUCTION TO RELIGION - REL 2000 

 
An introduction to the study of religion as an academic discipline. The focus of the 
course is religion, not religions; an attempt is made to acquaint the student with the 
problems and issues ever present in the understanding of religious phenomena. 

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours  

 
 
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT - WORLD RELIGIONS – REL 2300 
 
Primarily a phenomenological examination of the world's most popular religions. 

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 
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DUAL ENROLLMENT – OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY – REL 1210 
Reading the English Bible in various documents, and examining selected source 
material, with emphasis on its cultural importance today. 

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 

 
 
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT – NEW TESTAMENT – REL 1240  
A study of the social, historical, cultural, and religious environment of the New 
Testament as well as of the dynamics of the beginnings and spread of the Christian 
Faith during the First Century A.D. and into the Second Century A.D. 

Prerequisite: Junior status,  Administration Approval 

Credit: One 

College Credit: 3 hours 
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MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 

 

ALGEBRA I 

Algebra I is a foundational course for our mathematics program. In this course, 
students will study order of operations, algebraic expressions, exponents, 
evaluation of powers, exponents, graphing inequalities, polynomials, graphing 
linear equations, radical expressions, factoring trinomials, consecutive odd and 
consecutive even integers, solution for quadratic equations, uniform motion 
problems about equal distances, rational expressions, Pythagorean theorem, proofs, 
abstract rational inequalities, direct and inverse variation, linear inequalities, 
exponential inequalities, quotient rule for square roots, quadratic formula and 
probability. Attention will be given to observing the rational order of God’s universe 
and the application of algebraic solutions to real-life situations. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 

 

 

GEOMETRY 

This is the second in a series of foundational courses in mathematics. The subject 
covers deductive reasoning in mathematics points; lines, planes, space, rays, angles, 
triangles; introduction to proofs; parallelism in lines and planes; angle sum 
theorems; triangles and congruence; proving triangle congruent, theorems about 
triangles; quadrilaterals, inequalities, ratio; proportion and similarity; right angle 
relationships; trigonometric ratio; tangents, arcs, and chords; angles and segments; 
basic constructions; locus; area of polygons; areas and circles; prisms and 
pyramids; cylinders, cones, and spheres; segments and lines; distance formula; 
coordinate proofs; mapping; and isometric and dilations. 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Credit: One 
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ALGEBRA II 

This course is a continuation of Algebra 1. Extensive treatment of equations an 
inequalities is provided. In addition, matrices are briefly covered, with some of their 
applications. A wide spectrum of functions are stressed; namely quadratic, polynomial, 
logarithmic, and the exponential. Powers, roots, and radicals are presented, and 
trigonometric functions, if time permits. Finally, sequences and series are introduced. 

Prerequisite: Geometry 

Credit: One 

 

 

INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 

The purpose of this course is to develop the algebraic and geometric concepts and processes 

that can be used to solve a variety of real-world and mathematical problems. Algebra and 

geometry will be reviewed and then integrated throughout the course. The field of study 

will include structure and properties of the real number system; variables and algebraic 

expressions; analyzing and expressing patterns, relations, and functions, 

including words, tables, rules, graphs, sequences, and algebraic equations; solution 

strategies for simple linear equations and inequalities of one variable; coordinate geometry 

and graphing of linear functions and inequalities. 
 
Prerequisite: Algebra II  
 
Credit: One 

 
 
 

PRE-CALCULUS & TRIGONOMETRY 

This course is highly recommended for the college-bound student. Studies cover 
exponents, radicals, polynomials and factoring; solving equations and inequalities; 
algebra of calculus; graphs of equations; functions; shifting, reflecting, and 
stretching graphs; inverse functions; mathematical modeling; polynomial and 
rational functions; exponential and logarithmic functions; radian and degree 
measure; trigonometric functions; trigonometric applications and models; analytic 
trigonometry; systems of equations and inequalities; matrices and determinants; 
sequences, series and probability; and topics in analytic geometry. 

 
Prerequisite: Algebra II  
 
Credit: One  

 
 
 



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

42 | P a g e  

CALCULUS  

The course is designed to prepare students for college level mathematics. It begins 
with a useful section on the Prerequisites for Calculus. It then moves smoothly to 
Limits and Continuity in preparation for the all-important Derivative. Derivatives 
and their applications are given extensive consideration; so are the Integral and its 
applications. Finally, there is a brief consideration of series, parametric, and polar 
functions.   

Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus & Trigonometry 

Credit: One 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

 

SPANISH I  

This introductory course to Spanish places an emphasis on practically and 
frequently using the language in the class setting . A foundation is laid in verb 
tenses, irregular verbs, adjectives, nouns and pronouns usage. An extensive 
vocabulary is acquired by the student. Emphasis is placed on developing an  
elementary level of communication. Hispanic culture and its influence is also 
studied. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 

 

 

SPANISH II  

The subject continues the theme of Spanish I and provides a more sophisticated use 
of listening, speaking, and reading the new language. Writing skills are introduced. 
The course will work towards building confidence in communicating at an 
intermediate level. 

Prerequisite: Spanish  II 

Credit: One 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SPANISH III & IV 

These courses continue the building block of language moving to a language 
immersion approach. Reading and writing plays a prominent role at these levels as 
the student reads novels, gives oral presentations in Spanish and moves to a level of  
fluency in speaking. 
 

Prerequisite: Spanish II 

Credit: One 
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AP SPANISH 
 
This course is designed for advanced level students who wish to take the Advanced 
Placement examination in Spanish to receive college credit. At the end of the 
course, students will have achieved proficiency in their ability to speak, listen, write, 
and read in practical, social, professional, and abstract topics.  

Prerequisite: Spanish I, Spanish II, Spanish III, Administrative Approval  

Credit: One 

 
 
 
SPANISH FOR THE NATIVE SPEAKER  

This one year course works to prepare the native speaker for CLEP  or equivalent 
testing for college in which the student receives university-level credit for language. 
The class learns correct grammatical construction in speech as it refines the native 
speaker’s ability. Concentration on exercises in reading and writing seek to fine-
tune the speaker’s communication abilities.  

Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: One 

 

 
 
 
FRENCH I (based on class enrollment) 

This introductory course to French places an emphasis on practically and frequently 
using the language in the class setting. A grammatical foundation is laid in verb 
tenses, irregular verbs, adjectives, nouns and pronouns usage. An extensive 
vocabulary is acquired by the student. Emphasis is placed on developing an  
elementary level of communication. French culture and its influence is also studied. 

 Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

45 | P a g e  

FRENCH II (based on class enrollment) 

The subject continues the theme of French I and provides a more in-depth use of 
listening, speaking, and reading the new language. Writing skills are introduced. 
The course will work towards building confidence in communicating at an 
intermediate level. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: One 
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FINE ARTS CURRICULUM 

DRAWING I  

This is a classic art academy approach to the basics of drawing in black and white. 
Students will explore multiple methods of approach in realistic drawing with special 
emphasis on portraiture, still life, composition, shading, and perspective. Offered in 
Fall term alternative years. 

 Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half 

 

 

 
DRAWING II 

The natural extension of drawing into color and new media including pen and ink, 
scratchboard, pastels, and charcoal with special emphasis on advanced drawing 
skills, composition, design and non-verbal communication. Offered in Spring term 
alternative years.  

Prerequisite: Drawing I 

Credit: Half 

 

 

 

 

PAINTING I 

Color and composition extended from basic watercolor and ink illustration moving 
into acrylics and water-based oils. Special unit on brush use in Chinese and 
Japanese styles of calligraphy and painting. Offered Fall term in even years. 

 Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PAINTING II 
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The continued development of painting skills moving from acrylics and oils into 
advanced watercolors. Special units on impasto, Impressionism, mixed media, 
portfolio preparation and development of a personal artistic statement. Offered 
Spring term on odd years. 

Prerequisite: Painting I 

Credit: Half 

 

 

 

 

TEXTILE ARTS 

Students will focus on the “software” of fiber and fabric. Topics include spinning, 
weaving, felting, dyeing, knitting, crocheting, lace making, needlepoint, 
embroidery, sewing, appliqué, quilting, silk painting, rug making, beadwork, 
netting, and sprang/ macramé. The course includes special units on computer-
aided design for weaving and charted designs. Students will make sampler pages for 
notebooks, create personal projects and participate in large-scale class projects 
(such as gallery doll, art-to-wear project or Renaissance costume).  
 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half 

  
 
 

FILM STUDIES  

This course analyzes and critiques the artistic and technical merit of modern films. 
Film reviews are conducted within the framework of a Christian worldview.  The 
study begins with an  introduction to film history. Students will learn the major 
genres of film, directional and production techniques and cinematic vocabulary. 
Students will view films from various genres and time periods, and will actively 
broaden their appreciation for the previously passive activity of “movie-watching” 
by analyzing those films in class discussions and writing assignments.  
 
Prerequisite: English II 
 
Credit: Half 
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MUSIC CURRICULUM  

CHOIR (alternate years) 

This course is the study and public performance of choral music utilizing basic sight 
reading and music theory.  

 Prerequisite: By invitation or permission of the instructor 

Credit: One 

 

 

BAND ENSEMBLE 

The course offers intermediate to advanced musical training in wood instruments, 
brass instruments, guitar, bass guitar, and percussion. The ensemble experience 
includes performances in classical jazz, modern, and sacred music.  

 Prerequisite: By invitation or permission of the instructor 

Credit: One 

 

 

STRING ENSEMBLE 

 This study provides intermediate to advanced musical training in violin, viola, 
cello, and bass. Performances and recitals are incorporated in the study. The 
student must have permission of the teacher.  

 Prerequisite: By invitation or permission of the instructor 

Credit: One 

 

VOICE CLASS  

Individual instruction on voice development is available as an 8th period course .  

 Prerequisite: By invitation or permission of the instructor 

Credit: One 

 



 FBCS HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE 2009-2010 

 

49 | P a g e  

 
PRACTICAL ARTS CURRICULUM 

 
PUBLICATIONS [YEARBOOK]  

Students will learn and apply the fundamentals of publication through planning, 
writing, editing, publication design, photography and marketing  for the school 
yearbook. Open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors by permission of the teacher.  

Prerequisite: By invitation or permission of the instructor 

Credit: One 

 
 
 

TEACHER’S ASSISTANCE/OFFICE ASSISTANCE 

 

This course is a practicum in which a student assists a teacher or the office manager 
in data entry, filing, grade keeping, scoring, and general organization. This course is 
for juniors and seniors and is limited to two semesters.  

Prerequisite: By permission of the Guidance Counselor 

Credit: One 

 
 
 

COMPUTER WEB DESIGN I 

   
 Students will be able to use Macromedia Dreamweaver MX as a professional visual 
editor for creating and managing Web sites and Web pages.  Students will learn the 
Web publishing skills needed to: add text, graphics, and links; add Macromedia 
Flash text and buttons; create complex tables in layout view; add enhancements, 
such as rollover buttons and images; manage the site.  Students will move to learning 
use Macromedia Flash MX to produce high-impact animated Web experiences.   

Prerequisite: By permission of the instructor 

Credit: Half 
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COMPUTER WEB DESIGN II 

   
 Continuing from Web Design I, students will be able use Fireworks to create and 
edit sophisticated images for the Web.  Students will learn the Web publishing skills 
needed to: create graphics with both vector and bitmap images; import objects from 
other applications; work with grouped objects and layers; Create formatted text; 
apply special effects; build buttons; add rollovers; create and optimize animated GIF 
images; Use Export Preview. Students then will proceed to using FreeHand MX as a 
vector illustration tool and as an integral part of Web development workflow. 
Students will learn the Web publishing skills needed to create logos, graphics, and 
buttons. 
 

Prerequisite: Web Design I 

Credit: One 

 
 
 

LEADERSHIP 

  This course will be a study in leadership in theory and practice. It will involve 
reading, writing, and discussing various topics in leadership. The course is founded 
on the biblical premise of servant leadership. Finally, included in the course will be 
student activities, chapels, and events. This course is required for elected student 
government representatives. Other students may enroll in the course by permission 
of the instructor. 
 

Prerequisite: By permission of the Instructor 

Credit: One 
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JOURNALISM 

The purpose of this course is to enable students to 
develop fundamental skills in the production of print or electronic 
journalistic media. Included in course coverage will be the journalistic writing 
process, production and management for various media, a history of journalism, 
journalism and ethics, basics of photojournalism, media management, the use of 
technology in research and production as well as a critique and analysis of the 
current media. the practical aspects of journalism will be applied in the production 
of a regular media presentation for the school. 
  
Prerequisite: By permission of the instructor 
 
Credit: One  
 
 
 
 
 

CREATIVE WRITING  

This introductory one semester course exposes students to experimental writing in 
the genres of  fiction, poetry, and narration. An analysis of  these genres from the 
perspective of a writer will also be included. Emphasis will be given on developing a 
personal writing style. A joint student publication project may be required as a 
portion of the class assignment. 

 Prerequisite: By permission of the instructor 

 Credit: One  
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PHYSICAL FITNESS CURRICULUM 

PHYSICAL FITNESS  

This one semester course provides an introduction to personal fitness. Included in 
the course are the basics to the rules and play of major sports. Daily physical 
participation is expected. School physical education uniforms are required. Two 
semesters of this course or equivalent participation in a varsity sport are required 
by the state of Florida. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half 

 

 

 

HEALTH & LIFE MANAGEMENT 

This one semester course teaches proper nutrition, physical exercise, first aid, 
diseases and disorders, safety, environmental health, personal hygiene, human 
growth and development, family life, stress management, and the management of 
our physical self in light of biblical principles. 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: Half  

 

 

VARSITY SPORT 

Participation in a varsity sport for two years will satisfy state of Florida education 
requirement for the half credit of physical fitness.  

Prerequisite: Two years of a varsity sport (soccer, basketball, volleyball, track or 
baseball).  

Credit: One 
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Graduation Requirement Checklist 
 

ÇBible 9 

ÇBible 10 

ÇBible 11 

ÇBible 12 

 

ÇEnglish 1 

ÇEnglish 2 

ÇEnglish 3 

ÇEnglish 4 

 

ÇAlgebra 1 

ÇGeometry 

ÇAlgebra 2 

ÇPre-calculus/Trigonometry or Integrated Math (class of 2011 or higher) 
 

ÇPhysical Science (or upper-level Science if on Advanced Track) 

ÇBiology 

ÇChemistry 

 

ÇWorld History - Ancient 

ÇWorld History - Modern 

ÇUS History 

ÇGovernment (1/2 credit) 

ÇEconomics (1/2 credit) 

 

ÇForeign Language 1 

ÇForeign Language 2 

 Courses must be consecutive in the same language 

 

ÇFine Art (1 credit) 

ÇPractical Art (1 credit) 

 

ÇPhysical Fitness 

ÇLife Management  

Ç Elective (1 credit) 

Ç Elective (1/2 credit) 

 

ÇCommunity Service (100 hours) 

 

All courses listed are 1.0 credits unless otherwise indicated. 
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High School Contacts 
 

The following is a list of names, email addresses, and phone numbers of various individuals involved 
in the secondary academic arena: 
 
 
Robert McCann 
FBCS Headmaster 
rmccann@floridabible.org 
(954) 431-6770  
 
 
 
Tony Fajardo 
Secondary Principal 
tfajardo@floridabible.org 
(954)431-6770 ex. 264 
 

 

 
Clifford Mack 
Guidance Counselor 
cmack@floridabible.org 
(954) 431-6770 ext. 237 
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